One-man charters are unacceptable
A North County Times editorial gave Oceanside voters excellent advice regarding the June charter election ("Not this city charter, not now," Feb. 21). It is a fitting rebuke to a tainted document secretly cobbled together by Councilman Jack Feller with help from the building industry while hidden from public view.

When the Kern-Feller-Chavez majority OK'd the charter for the ballot, they included an expenditure of up to $45,000 of taxpayer money to "educate" the public about it. This is in addition to the $60,000 election cost. Unknown is the tab that legal challenges could run up, such as Vista's charter has encountered, much of which Feller pasted into his Oceanside version.

Feller and Kern trumpet the fact that voters have months to study the charter as though that compensates for the secrecy behind it. We can study it 24/7, but are helpless to change a word or even a comma in a document that could replace our form of government.

Feller brazenly hatched his developer-friendly charter that gives him added council powers in a low-road manner, abusing his power. It reflects poorly on Oceanside's council representation. We should reject his wish list charter and demand the open government we are entitled to in a free country.
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