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Oceanside has a very important issue on the ballot June 8. Proposition K is a proposal to make Oceanside a charter city. A charter changes how a city operates on every level, is costly to taxpayers and doesn't save any money.

Don't be fooled by the proponents of the charter. It will not help our community and will drain away valuable money from our parks, libraries and everything else.

First, we oppose this charter because it was drafted in secret by Jack Feller.

No resident had the opportunity to discuss, add or change any language in the proposed charter. We don't believe this is how government should operate and it violates the well-founded principles of open government and honesty.

The San Diego Taxpayer's Group, with heavy developer and lobbyist participation on its board (including the developer group that drafted the secret charter), says this charter will protect taxpayers. That is not true. The Council can raise business taxes and assess new fees on your cable and utility bills, and transfers of properties. This will come right out of your wallets.

Council members can also raise their salaries to any amount they want. Salaries in Los Angeles and San Diego are more than $100,000. This council says it won't do raise its pay, but it's a tempting apple to pick, isn't it?

The opponents of the charter will also tell you the state won't be able to take our money. Again, not true. The city must give money back to the state and must pay for unfunded state and federal mandates. Ask the city attorney. A charter does not change this.

All the major projects in Oceanside such as City Hall, the Harbor bridge, Fire Station No. 7 and the senior center have used state and/or federal money. The law requires, whether you are a charter city or not, to pay wages based on the prevailing scale if any state or federal money is used. A new decision from the Department of Industrial Relations confirms prevailing wage must be paid if state grants are used such as those for Mance Buchanon Park. No money would be saved.

Oceanside requires that we get the best trained and skilled workers to get the safest and highest quality projects by paying prevailing wages. Vista required skilled workers and ended up paying a prevailing wage scale. Plus, Vista has paid a whopping $173,452 so far to defend its ill-conceived charter which was drafted by the same lobbyists who drafted the Oceanside charter proposal in secret.

This charter can lead to elimination of competitive and open bidding. Oceanside has always had open and competitive bidding, with the job going to the lowest responsible bidder. Anyone, union or non-union, can bid on projects right now.

That could all change. Contracts can be awarded to friends, cronies and campaign donors. It's pretty easy to imagine the developer lobbyist group who drafted the charter and spent $5,000 to pass the charter will be looking for sweetheart deals in our town.

Also, charter cities can approve projects that are not consistent with the general plan. How would you like more concrete and asphalt plants next door to you? Or more liquor stores and massage parlors?

The San Diego County Grand Jury says charters are most often amended due to politicians' abuses. This worries us and should worry you, too.

With new assessments and fees and possible lawsuits and amendments, this charter will cost substantial amounts of money. That is money that should go to parks, recreation areas, our libraries and for safety needs. No money will be saved.

Local control simply means more power to the politicians and less to the residents of Oceanside.

Please join us and vote "no" on the charter June 8.

For the record, we were not part of the recall and are not supported by unions, political parties or any developer groups. We formed our citizens' group to serve you, the residents of Oceanside and to bring you the truth about the proposed charter. We have only taken modest donations from residents and no one else.

DIXIE BALES and NADINE SCOTT are the co-chairs of Citizens Against Charter: www.CitizensAgainstCharter.com.

